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"Our sweethearts waiting for us,

With eyes brimful of tears,
Will welcome us back home again
From an absence of two years."

The reference to the plug of tobacco is to a habit
in the United States which readers of Dickens's
"American Notes" will recall excited the author's
fervent comment. I always joined in the song hear-
tily, and I also chewed tobacco. It was the habit of
the acting midshipmen, in keeping with the universal
male habit of the time. However, when I went to
the Mediterranean on my midshipman cruise and
found that the British and other foreign officers did
not chew, I became convinced that it was a filthy,
vulgar habit in which no officer or gentleman should
indulge. So I declared that I would chew no more.
It required a good deal of fortitude to overcome
this habit, more, I think, than to give up smoking.
But I kept my pledge to myself, and never took
another chew after I had made up my mind on the
subject.

The fifteen in my class who were finally gradu-
ated were well grounded. The things that we knew
we knew well This has always been the character
of Annapolis, which fashions a definite type of man
for a definite object in life. The relentless examina-
tions permit of no subterfuge of mental agility and no
superficial familiarity with a variety of subjects to
take the place of exact knowledge of a limited num- he had got exactly what he deserved. That I
